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other a distinguished military officer, to examine the
central organisation of the Army. Acting on their
report, the Government at a stroke remodelled our
military administration, changed the whole consti-
tution of the War Office, created a new Army
Council of high officers in substitution for the
existing heads of the military departments, and
even abolished so great an office of state as that
of the Commander-in-Ghief. Parliament was not
consulted, except subsequently and indirectly, when
certain votes were required to make good the
expenditure incurred. These far-reaching and ex-
tensive changes were executive acts, carried out by
proclamation, or by orders in council, royal warrants,
and departmental decrees. They were done in
virtue of the prerogative of the Crown, wielded,
however, in no sense by the wearer of the Crown,
but by the Prime Minister of the day, who was thus
enabled to obtain the irresponsibility and indepen-
dence of Parliamentary control, which the legal
theory claims for " the King in Council.11 *

Constitutional Kingship.

It is sometimes said that the royal prerogative is in
abeyanca In reality it is transferred; What portion
of the comprehensive powers,/" inherent in the
Crown, could, might, or shojdlcl, be exercised by the
Sovereign, is a point which has never yet been

* " We forget that ike ea^cutive de jure is the Crt?wn in
Council, that the Crown in tifcs capacity is wholly outside
B&rliament, that the part which l^e Crown plays in Parliament
is to receive the advice of its people-^ and to make laws: not to
submit, formulate, or defend a polio^^ Anson, The LAW and
Custom of the Constitution, L 39*